The History of Rock – 1930s ~ 1950s
Life in the 1930s

The 1930s was a decade of hard times in the United States and Canada. 


Three things that took place that made things difficult were:


_________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________


But, in spite of the hardships, the 1930s was a great decade in _______________ music. Anyone with access to a radio could share in it.

Jazz, the Swing Era, and Big Bands

Big bands consisted of ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​___________________________ who were heard throughout the country at dances, on the radio, and in movies. 

A style of couples’ dance called ___________________________went with big band jazz. One such dance called the ______________________, features partners throwing each other over the head and through the legs.

Legendary bandleaders of this era include: 

_________________
     _________________

_________________
Most bands featured singers, and many vocal recording artists of the period got their start with a big band.

Country and Western Music
The first recordings of country music were made in the 1920s in a style that was then called ​__________________________. 

By the 1930s, the media – radio and recordings – had begun to popularize a new style called ​​​​​_____________________, named after its eastern (Nashville, Tennessee) and southwestern (Texas) roots. 

It included: 

_______________________
_______________________




_______________________
_______________________
A few classic country and western artists:

_________________
     _________________        _________________

Other things to think about…
List three interesting facts about music at this point: 

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

Benny Goodman (1909-1986)   
“the King of Swing”

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

Life in the 1940s
The 1940's were dominated by __________________________ and the production for the war pulled North America out of the Great Depression.

Women were needed to replace men who had gone off to war, and so this decade brought the first set of women ____________________________________________.

_____________________________ affected the food that was eaten, the clothes they wore and the toys that children were able to played with. 

Radio was the lifeline for North Americans in the 1940's, providing ___________________________________________________, much like television today. 

Programming included:


___________________________
___________________________


___________________________
___________________________


___________________________
___________________________

The government relied heavily on radio for ​________________________________. 

Like the movies, radio faded in popularity as television became prominent.

1940s Music
At the beginning of the decade, ___________________________ dominated popular music.

Who were some of the key musicians?


___________________________
___________________________


___________________________
___________________________


___________________________
___________________________

50s Music and Musicians
The term _____________________________ was invented to describe a new kind of music that captured the energetic spirit of the 1950’s. 


As with the development of music to this period, rock and roll borrowed elements from many styles of music:

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

