Silent Film Assignment – Grade 10
Either in a group of 2-4 or by yourself, you need to come up with a story that could be made into a silent film. You will need to be creative and imaginative. Keep in mind that the usual types of stories for these kinds of films are:

· Crime drama – “Whodunit” type films

· Comedy – Slapstick type films

There must be a story that has a beginning, middle, climax and an ending. All WITHOUT dialogue!

The following things should be discussed with your group in order to create the final product:

· What will the setting be? What will your set look like?

· What will the costumes look like?

· What are the major parts in the story that will need focus?

· What kind of music should you use? (Think 1920s ~ ragtime; piano; classical music; instrumentals; etc.)

Final product:


Your final project will need to have:

1. List of characters and their role in the film

2. A description (or drawing) of the stage/setting

3. Costume idea descriptions and/or drawings

4. A list of necessary props

5. A complete story (minimum 2 pages long) with a play by play of what each character is going to do and camera angles and when the music is to be played.
6. At least 3 piece of music to be used for the scene. Be sure to list the following

a. Who is the songwriter or artist who performed the chosen song?

b. What instruments are used?

c. When was the music written?

*Remember that the story will not have dialogue (as this is a silent film) so you’ll need to describe everything in complete detail – the set, the initial scene, what are the characters doing, and how they are doing it.

**And since this could be filmed – have camera instructions included in your story – a view that established the scene at the beginning (scanning); reaction shots of one character to another; close-ups; zooming out; zooming in; etc.

