Questions for the 1940s and 1950s
1940s: (12 marks)
1. a) The Depression was now over, what was going on during this time that dominated the lives of those who lived during this time? (1)

b) What were women doing? (2)

c) What did rationing effect? (1)
2. Briefly describe radio in the 1940s. (Who was listening, what kinds of programs, etc.) (4)
3. Name 4 of the musicians during the 1940s who participated in the continuation of the Big Band style.  (4)
1950s: (42 marks)
1. Describe rock and roll music. (2)
2. What instruments were used in the rock and roll music of the 1950s? (4)
3. Name 3 of the “other greats” from the 1950s and what they are known for. (Page 10) (6)
4. There were two record labels that signed contracts with artists during the 1950s, what were they? (2)
5. Where was Elvis born? How did his childhood influence the style of his music? (2)
6. How many songs did Elvis have as number one hits and how long did they stay at number one? (2)
7. What countries did Elvis receive gold and platinum records for his chart topping albums (List at least 4)? (2)
8. What were the issues surrounding Elvis’ dancing? (1)
9.  Who was Johnny Cash? And what are some of his well-known hits? (3)
10.  Explain Johnny Cash’s dress code. (What he wore and why he wore it.) (2)
11. What influenced Johnny Cash’s style of music? (2)
12.  Why was Ray Charles blind? Did that affect his learning to play instruments? What instruments did he learn to play? (4)
13.  Where was Ray Charles from, and what kind of school did his mom send him to when he became blind? (2)
14. Why did Charles continually change record labels? (1)
15. What styles of music did Charles’ perform in? What other musicians did he work with? (4)
16. Which of the 1950s artists received a Lifetime Achievement Award? (3)
