Percussion Instruments


Percussion instruments are struck or shaken to produce sound. Drums are the most common percussion instruments. They come in all shapes and sizes. Across the frame of a drum is the drumhead or drumskin on which the drummer beats. When the drumhead is struck, it vibrates and creates a sound. Loosening or tightening the drumhead changes its sound - the tighter the drumhead, the higher the sound. The timpani is a drum, and one of the only drums, that can change its pitch quickly by using a pedal. Players can use their hands to strike the drumhead on some drums. Other drums are played with sticks, mallets, or brushes.


Percussion instruments are used around the world to emphasize the rhythm, beat or certain dances. Spanish flamenco dancers click castanets, pairs of wooden clappers tied together by a cord. In Africa, some people shake rattles made from containers filled with seeds or stones. The cabaca (pronounced cabassa) of South America is a rattle covered with steel beads that make noise when the rattle is shaken. Because of their great assortment of “noises”, the percussion section of an orchestra is sometimes nicknamed “the kitchen”.



The piano is considered a percussion instrument because its sound is produced when its felt-tipped wooden hammers strike its strings and cause them to vibrate. The vibrations travel over a wooden bridge to the soundboard, which sends out the piano’s strong, familiar sound.

Questions:

1. Name five types of percussion instruments.

2. How does a percussion instrument produce its sound?

3. On what part of a drum does a drummer beat?

4. Why is a piano considered a percussion instrument?

5. Which drum can change its pitch quickly? 
