122 – Composition Assignment #4
Setting Words to Music
Some important things to consider:

· The actual choice of text can make or break the assignment

· The music you write should do nothing more than bring an added dimension to the words you’ve chosen – as if the music isn’t needed at all.

· Beware of the suitability of the text for the voice your writing for

· Beware of conflict between words and music

· One note per syllable = clearly understandable words

· A Curve of notes on a syllable = effective music

Tips for choosing your words:

· Don’t choose something that is well known

· Use something that stirs your imagination

· Pay attention to the metre of the words – the accented and non-accented words. READ IT ALOUD.

When writing…

1. Beware of how you choose to set the text to music

a. High notes and difficult syllables don’t work, high notes need easy open vowels

b. A succession of hard vowels should be supported with a suitably strong rhythm

c. Special words should be given something extra; unimportant words shouldn’t stick out

d. The style of music should indicate the style of music

2. Word painting is a useful device. This means to actually ‘paint’ a word from the text in the music in a simple way.  It could mean that the music goes up in pitch because the words say that, or use of a ‘biting’ chord on the word ‘cold’.

Specifics for your assignment:

1. Pick a poem.
2. Write piano accompaniment for this poem, keeping in mind all the things I’ve listed on the previous page.

3. Remember all the notation rules from the previous assignments.
Notes from: Howard, J. “Words” Learning to Compose. New York: Cambridge University Press. 1990. pp. 58-61

