Music 122 ~ Composition Assignment #1

Soundscape
Instructions:
· A soundscape is the entire acoustic of our lives, wherever we may be, home, work, indoors or outdoors. 
1. Choose a spot to sit, and without making any sounds yourself, and just LISTEN to the sounds around you. 
· What was the loudest sound you heard?
· What was the softest?
· Did you hear voices?
· Beautiful sounds? Ugly sounds?

Three things to remember:

1. Try to have a keynote sound – this is the main sound of a piece, like traffic. These sounds outline the general character of the piece, and may not be heard consciously. 

2. Listen for Sound Signals: These are sounds that one hears consciously, like bells or horns, etc.

3. Make sure that you have a soundmark. This is like a landmark, it is a sound that is unique to the area or situation. 

2. Afterward your session, make a list of the interesting sounds you’ve heard. 
Write them down showing whether they were short or long sounds, loud or soft, had attack or gentle

Ex: Sounds heard in a railway station:

	Sound
	Short/long
	Loud/soft
	attack

	Passenger sits down in train seat
	Quite long
	Soft
	gentle

	Footsteps
	Short
	Medium to soft
	Hard

	Train Door Slams
	Short
	Very loud
	Hard

	Conversation
	A mixture
	Medium
	A mixture

	Train Moving
	continuous
	loud
	A mixture


3. Once you’ve got your list, notate these sounds. This could be in shapes or a timeline. 
4. Pass in your soundscape as a timeline (draw a timeline and notate the sounds at certain points of time – 3 seconds, 5 minute mark, etc.).

5. In addition to the timeline (written neatly on a sheet of paper), the student must pass in a list of instruments that could be used to represent the sounds in your soundscape.

