Woodwind Instruments

Woodwind instruments produce a sound when air inside their long, hollow tubes vibrates. One plays different notes on a woodwind by changing the length of the vibrating air. The farther the air travels, the lower the notes sound. Shortening the column of air produces higher notes. Placing fingers over the holes or pressing the keys that cover holes controls the air flow. When all the finger holes are covered, the air in the tube is trapped until it reaches the far end of the instrument. This produces a low note.


The mouthpieces on a woodwind instrument vary. A player holds a flute horizontally just below the bottom lip and blows across the mouth hole. This action sends a stream of air into the flute. Have you ever held a blade of grass between your thumbs and blown on it to produce a high whistling sound? If you have, you’ve played a wind instrument. As you blew, air rushed out of your mouth and made the grass vibrate. Wind instruments operate on that same principle. 


Blowing into a mouthpiece or onto strips of wood called reed makes the air inside wind instruments vibrate. When playing woodwinds such as the clarinet, oboe, and bassoon, players blow onto strips of wood called reeds. As a reed vibrates, it causes the air inside he instrument to vibrate, too. The clarinet and saxophone use a single reed. The bassoon, English horn, and oboe are instruments with double reeds.

Questions:

1. Woodwinds are one type of wind instrument. What is the name for the other type of instrument family that uses air to create their sound?
2. How are the two types of instruments families different from each other?

3. What is the function of a reed in a woodwind instrument?

4. List two different ways wind instruments can be played.

5. How does the number of holes covered affect the sound that a woodwind instrument makes?

6. What is the difference between a key on a piano and a key on a woodwind instrument?
