Major Scales

A scale is a series of notes arranged alphabetically and consecutively from any one note to its octave (8 notes). The most commonly used scale in Western music is the major diatonic scale.
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Scales start on the same note that is given in the name and ends on that same letter name.   Ex. C Major scale: CDEFGABC
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All major scales follow a pattern of tones and semi-tones so that they always sound the same no matter what note you start on.  That pattern is T T S T T T S. Ex:
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A major scale always uses every letter name in order. Therefore, accidentals must be used to keep this pattern. So you should use your keyboard to double check that the pattern is correct and use those accidentals! Ex.
D major scale has 2 sharps:  D  E  F#  G  A  B  C#  D

**BIG HINT: If an accidental is in the scale – it must appear in the scale name too! For example, E major is a completely different scale than E-flat major; the note e-flat is found in E-flat major NOT in E major!
The next step is to use a KEY SIGNATURE at the beginning of the line. This allows us to show the accidentals only once. To figure out which key signature to use, look at the CIRCLE of FIFTHS or the following rhymes:
#s –


Gosh - G major 1 sharp

Darn – D major 2 sharps

Americans – A major 3 sharps

Eat – E major 4 sharps

Bull – B major 5 sharps

Frogs – F# major 6 sharps

Carefully – C# major 7 sharps
(s – 


Find – F major 1 flat
Billy – B( major 2 flats

Evans - E( major 3 flats

At - A( major 4 flats

Doctor - D( major 5 flats

Grant’s - G( major 6 flats

Cottage - C( major 7 flats
There is also a particular order that the sharps appear in the treble and bass clef – the rhymes we often use to remember this order are:
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#s – Father Charles Goes Down And Ends Battle


(s – Battle Ends And Down Goes Charles Father
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