Grade 10 Film Assignment

Music in film plays an enormous role. As we know, music can enhance a character, a scene, or the action within the scene. Music in film can also create a mood that can impact the viewer in a powerful and meaningful way.


We must not, however, forget about the composers of film music. They are the true creators. Most often they rely upon a full orchestra to relay their musical vision of the film.

This assignment is to be presented to the class with a PowerPoint presentation and must include a reference slide (works cited or bibliography) at the end. EVERYTHING MUST BE IN YOUR OWN WORDS.  Best case scenario for your presentations would be to have the videos embedded into the PowerPoint so they’re ready to go.
Film Project
1. Write a description of the movie itself covering AT LEAST the following points:

a. Name of the movie, producer, director, writer, year created, etc. 
b. Main actors

c. Plot summary (what it’s about in 4 sentences)

d. Setting?

e. What kind of movie? (comedy, drama, etc.)

f. Awards received or nominated for?

2. Biography of the composer – their life and works. (7-10 lines & at least 2 slides). Find information like:
a. Full name, birth date and place of birth

b. Family?

c. Where do they live now?

d. How many movies have they written music for? List a few.

e. Do they write music for other things?

f. Where did they get their education and experience?

3. Pick a scene from the movie. What is going on – Describe the scene in at least 2 sentences.
4. Discuss the music in the scene. 
a. Find out the name of the piece. 
b. What is the music doing for the scene? (What action is it helping?)

c. What is it enhancing?

i. Is it background music?
ii. Setting the basic mood?
iii. Enhancing and intensifying the drama?
iv. Providing continuity?
v. Helping to establish character?
vi. Giving emotional insight?
d. What instruments do you hear? 
i. Remember the orchestral instruments: violin, viola, cello, double bass, flute, clarinet, oboe, bassoon, trumpet, French horn, trombone, baritone, tuba, percussion (timpani, snare drum & bass)

5. Now, pick a different piece of music to be used during this scene – any type of music, it’s your choice. Give us some information on your choice of music.

a. Name? (Group and song)

b. Who is in the band?

c. What is the song about and when did it come out?

d. Style of music?
e. Instruments?

f. Who produced the album?
6. Talk about why you chose this piece of music for this scene. Is it better or worse than the original, or just different? Why? What is now enhanced with this new piece of music? Using the characteristics described in the notes. (Find them online if you don’t have them.)
