Chords/Triads
When three or more notes are sounded together, the combination is called a CHORD. When a 3-note chord is written in 3rds it is called a TRIAD. A triad consists of a ROOT, a 3rd and a 5th. 
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The root is the note from which the triad gets its name. To build a triad, measure in thirds above the previous notes. 
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Triads may be built on any note of the scale. The most important triads of a key are built on the 1st, 4th and 5th scale degrees of the major scale. They are called the PRIMARY TRIADS or PRIMARY CHORDS of the key and are identified by the ROMAN NUMERALS I (1), IV (4), and V (5). 

The primary triads are MAJOR TRIADS because they consist of the root, a major 3rd and a perfect 5th. There are two other ways of creating a major triad: 

1. selecting the 1st, 3rd and 5th notes of a major scale.

2. adding the interval of a minor 3rd on top of a major 3rd.

MINOR TRIADS have the minor third on the bottom and a major third on top. 

The 5ths from the bottom notes to the top notes, in both triads are perfect, so the 5ths cannot be used to distinguish these two triads. 

“Major” and “minor” are used to describe both intervals and triads. Major and minor triads are named after their bottom thirds. 
