Scale Degrees

Every note in every scale has been designated a Roman numeral and a Number.  We use Upper case Roman numerals for the MAJOR chords and the lower case Roman numerals for the MINOR chords. (Major chords are “Happy”; Minor chords are “sad”).

Ex: C Major and D Major scales
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We use both kinds of chords in pieces of music to add variety to the music. The main ones we’ve learned about so far were I, IV and V, which are major. But many songs also use the ii (2) and vi (6), which are minor.

A CHORD PROGRESSION is the sequence that a series of chords are placed to create the music. We’ve learned about I, IV, and V. The MAIN chord progression would be I, IV, V, and return to I to finish. A HUGE amount of rock, pop and country songs are written with this sequence. An example of this progression would be: 
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To mix it up, one can use ii or vi – a song like “Let it Be” uses I, V, vi, and IV to make it’s combination:
