Accidentals
An ACCIDENTAL is a sign that is put BEFORE a note to change its pitch by making it higher or lower. It is always drawn on exactly the same line or in the same space as the note that is being changed.
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This is a sharp: 
Drawing a sharp in front of a note RAISES it one step.
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(Notice that we say “C sharp” but it is written “sharp C”.)
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This is a flat: 
Drawing a flat in front of a note LOWERS it one step.
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This is a natural: 
Drawing a natural in front of a note cancels a sharp or flat; if the natural comes after a sharp it lowers a note. If the natural comes after a flat it raises a note.
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Any accidental affects all the notes after it on the SAME line or space for one full measure or until it is cancelled by another accidental.



The black keys do not have a name of their own and they have to borrow from one of the white keys nearest them. 

For example: The black key between C and D borrows its name from C if it is raised (you then call it C sharp); but you can also borrow its name from D if it is lowered (you then call it D flat). 

So each black key may be called by two different names.

This is called ENHARMONICS – two notes that sound the same, but are spelled differently. Ex. B-flat and A-sharp or C-sharp and D-flat.
Most of the time a sharp key is a black one – for example F# and C#, but remember that a sharp can raise ANY note without changing its letter-name, so when you raise E a semitone it will be E sharp; when you raise a B a semitone it will be B sharp – both of these notes are WHITE. These are the only two white sharp keys.

Similarly, a flat key is usually a black one, such as B-flat or E-flat, but when C and F are lowered a semitone you find that C-flat and F-flat are WHITE.

