122 – Composition Assignment #2

Melody Writing

Melody: a series of musical notes arranged in succession, in a particular rhythmic pattern, to form a recognizable or meaningful unit. It is a tune.
Assignment: Write at least 32 bars of a melody.

Compositional tools: 

1. You must use a key signature and recognize the ‘tonality’ of the piece.

2. You must get the rhythm right – right number of beats for the time signature you assign the piece.
Compositional techniques:

1. Phrases must be organized into a musical form - You should have sort of form, the piece should go somewhere.

2. You should develop your ideas – this can help make a relatively short piece longer.
3. Use leaps, passing tones and neighbour tones
Other things to keep in mind:

· You can ‘fill’ intervals

· Inversion is also useful

· You can develop rhythm as well as the notes

· The piece should begin and end on the tonic

For a good piece/mark pass in something that includes:

· A neat (organized) melody on manuscript paper.
· All markings should be included do not just hand in a paper with a bunch of notes on it.

· Use a key signature rather than accidentals.

· Rhythm is just as important as the notes themselves, please experiment with this as well. 

** DO NOT FORGET STEMS, PHRASE MARKS, ARTICULATION, DYNAMICS, etc. These all effect the presentation of the piece and should be included.

Please – Be Creative!

